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LADARKE
by Emil Cossetto

English translation by Dick Crum 1980

The ladarke enter the village

Mi nosimo zelen vencec,
daj nam, lado, lepi lado!
zelen venéec z Sipkovine,
daj nam, lado, lepi lado!
Jaboke tri zlatne nanjem,
prvo dajmo v polje nase,
daj nam, lado, lepi lado!
Da nam zito gore hodi,
sako zrno da se zmnoii,
pet vaganov %ita dalo,

daj nam, lado, lepi lado!
Da nam selo bo veselo,
sakoj hizi nevestica,
sakom momku devojcical
Daj nam, lado, lepi lado!
The Jadarke sing to the old mothers

Dobro jutro, stare majke,
vasem dvoru, vasem rodu!
Doile so vam ivandice,
ivanéice devojcice,

dajte, dajte, stare majke,
probudite kéerke svoje.

Da doneso ladne vode
iza gore ivanove,

da &edljajo Zute kose,

Ivi kose do pojasa,

dajte, dajte, stare majke,
mi moramo dalje iti.
Donesite, stare majke,
kaj ste snotka obecale,
kruha, sira i pogaco,

i pogato bazlamado,
dajte, dajte, stare majke,
kaj nemate to ne dajte!

St. John's Day dance before the old mothers

Jel’ vam se hoce, lado,

kaj nas bude vise?

Nam se hoce, lado, nam se hode

kaj nas bude vise!

Jel’ vam se hote, lado,

miadega junaka? (i mladu devojku?)
Nam se hoce, lado, nam se hoce
mladega junaka! (i miadu devojkul)
Jel vam se hoce junak (mlada)

ze lepim imenom?

Nam se hoce junak (mlada), nam se hoce
ze lepim imenom!

Zberite si junaka (devojku)

ze lepim imenom!

Zberimo ga (ju), lado, zberimo ga (ju)
ze lepim imenom!

Gledajte ga (ju) kak vam tanca,

kak vam tanca lepi Ivo! (lepa Jana!)

We come bearing a green wreath,
daj nam, lado, lepi lado!*

agreen wreath of wild rosewood,
daj nam, lado, lepi lado!

Onit are three golden apples,

the first we place in our field,

daj nam, lado, lepi lado!

So the grain will grow tall,

each kernel multiplying

to yield five bushels of grain,

daj nam, lado, le ilado!

So our village will be happy,

in each house a young bride,

for each boy a girl!

Daj nam, lado, lepi lado!

Good morning, old mothers,

to your house and to your family!
The ladarke have come to visit,
the young ladarke girls,

give, give, old mothers,

wake up your daughters.

Tell them to fetch cool water
from beyond lvan’s mountain,
to comb Ivo's golden hair,
lvo's hair down to his waist,
give, give, old mothers,

we must be moving on.

8ring out, oid mothers,

what you promised us last night,

bread, cheese and cake,

bazlamaéa cake,

give, give, old mothers,

if you haven't anything, then don’t give!

Do you all want, lado,

to add to our number?

Yes, we want, lado, we want

there to be more of us!

Do you all want, /ado,
ayounglad?(ayoung girl aswell?)
Yes, we want, lado, we want

ayoung lad! (a young girl as welll)

Do you want a lad {young girl)

with a beautiful name?

Yes, we want, lado, we want a lad (girl)
with a beautiful name!

Choose yourselves a lad (girl)

with a beautiful name!

Let's choose him (her), lado,

with a beautiful name!

Look how he (she) dances,

how handsome Ivo (pretty Jana) dances!

* This refrain, and the word lado itself, are common “fillers” in
Croatian songs associated with traditional customs, and carry no
literal meaning relative to the content of the song.
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